Q&A with Kimberly Davis Basso, Artistic Director of Atlantis Playmakers

Where did the Adventures in the Arts program come from?

“Atlantis Playmakers has been providing theater education for the past ten years. Our Theater Adventure program has been a lot of fun for students, and parents asked us to consider exploring different areas. Art and music are a part of the theater experience, so we’ve created programs that focus more specifically on them.”

What does the motto ‘explore, imagine, create’ mean?

“Over time, we’ve developed a method which follows that path, explore, imagine, create. For example in our theater program, a student explores how theater is created, then uses their imaginations to expand the possibilities of the script or subject, and then ultimately create their own work of art, whether it’s a character, a poem, a song or a sculpture.”  

What other skills can be nurtured through the arts?

“The skill most associated with the arts, of course, is self-expression. However, there are a lot of secondary skills that are equally necessary, but not quite as obvious. The confidence to speak in public, whether as a character on stage, in describing a personal work of art, or singing a song, is a skill that students can develop in a safe, comfortable atmosphere. Team work is another necessary part of creating a work of theater, and in this program, our young musicians and artists also have the chance to work in teams. Problem solving opportunities come up on a daily basis, sometimes because things are “off” and need adjustment, often because the students have been presented with a design or performance challenge that they need to resolve so project can be completed – after all, the show must go on.”  

Isn’t performing a lot of pressure for a young student?

“We focus on the process of creating art. Our youngest theater students don’t do a ‘final’ performance for Mom and Dad – if they did, the entire focus of the week would be on that last hour of the last day. Instead, each day is a chance to try something new, do something new, learn something new. We’re trying to introduce the arts in a way that is fun, friendly and likely to lead to a continued interest – we prefer to support the efforts of students, and when they’re ready, encourage them to go on to a production workshop. The 6 and 7 year olds get to perform every day, in a comfortable atmosphere. By the time they go to the Playmakers or Musicmakers program, they’re ready.”  
